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At the turn of the 20th Century, Canada’s landscape was captured in oils and celebrated internationally by the now famous 
‘Group of Seven’.  Of this group, there were four painters in particular who visited the Agawa Canyon north of Lake 
Superior, where they lived, sketched and critiqued each other from a rented box car.  From that base they explored the 
stunning vistas of the region by canoe and on foot.  The music of Agawa Impressions highlights four of their iconic 
paintings. 
 
I – A.Y. Jackson’s ‘Maple Woods’ captures the autumn blaze of Canada’s national symbol, the Maple leaf.  Oranges, 

golds and yellows engulf the observer in a kind of warm and sassy richness.  The music mirrors this mellow mood by 

utilizing harmonies and rhythms suggestive of the world of jazz.  

  

 

II - Lawren Harris’s 'Waterfall', Algoma 1918 was one of the first Agawa images painted on his initial trip to the region. His 

subject was the now famous Bridal Veil Falls.  The music of this movement captures two impressions: Up close, the 

energy of the falls is veiled in such a manner as to belie the thunderous weight of the water as it tumbles earthward.  From 

further back, the water seems frozen in its frame, becoming a shear curtain of static whiteness. 



III – Frank Johnston’s 'Fire-swept', Algoma 1920 captures the stark and lifeless vista of a Boreal burn.  However, the 

scene is not entirely without life.  Hidden amongst the charred stumps and debris of the forest floor is a faint hue of green . 

. . a sign that all is not lost. The music reflects this by using both atonal and tonal techniques to suggest the fecundity of 

life in the face of disaster. 

 

 

 

 

 

IV - J. E. H. MacDonald's 'The Wild River' is the subject of the 4th movement.  The music is bold, untamed and rhapsodic 

. . . reflective of the changeful character of the wild Montreal River.  It's roiling and relentless path down the cataracts of 

the Agawa Canyon is impeded only by brief containment in pools.  Then it crashes on. 

 

*    *    *    *    *    *    * 

 

Agawa Impressions was commissioned as a salute to Canada’s 150 birthday celebrations                                               

and premiered at the 2017 NABBA Championships in Indiana, USA                                                                  


